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California agriculture is $35 billion industry, covering a quarter of the state's land mass Subscﬁbe to Feed
and providing nearly half of the country's fresh fruits, nuts and vegetables.

State Ag leaders have supported the appointment and applauded the announcement. ’é Most Read

"Karen Ross is well-suited for the role of food and agriculture secretary. She has

firsthand knowledge about the many challenges farmers and ranchers face each day, Today Week Month
not just in California but throughout the nation," says Paul Wenger, California Farm Morning Call by Bryce Knorr
Bureau Federation President. "Her experience working at USDA will provide her with January 2011 Crop Forecast
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important insights on how government can better assist our diverse agriculture in
California, which not only provides so much of the fresh fruit and vegetables enjoyed
throughout the United States but whose products also create positive trade activity
worldwide."

"Governor Brown selected the best person for California Department of Food and
Agriculture," said Rich Rominger, CDFA Secretary under then-Governor Brown from
1977 to 1982 and Deputy Secretary of USDA from 1993 to 2001. "Karen Ross is the
leader we need to address the critical issues of agriculture, water, clean energy
development and climate change."
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"Karen Ross is the right person at the right time for the job," said Craig McNamara,

owner of Sierra Orchards and member of the State Board of Food and Agriculture. Top 50 Tags
"Karen knows California agriculture and can bring terther diverse groups to work Asian soybean rust baler california farmer COMbIN€ corn acreage corn futures
towards a sustainable future for California's farmers and ranchers." COrN grower corn hybrid corn hybrids corn planting cotton subsidies Dairy
"We are pleased to welcome Karen Ross back to California as Secretary of Department fa rm .
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of Food and Agriculture," said Renata Brillinger, Executive Director of the California
Climate and Agriculture Network. "California agriculture will face a number of challenges
in the coming years, most significantly the impacts of climate change. We look forward
to working with Ms. Ross to support California agriculture in addressing a changing
climate."
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