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Background:
The California Climate and Agriculture Network (CalCAN) is
a collaboration of California's leading sustainable agriculture
organizations and allies advocating for policy solutions at
the nexus of climate change and agriculture. We came
together to cultivate sustainable agriculture movement
leadership to face the challenges of climate change and to
serve as the sustainable agriculture voice on climate change
policy in California.

CalCAN advocates for policies that increase resources for
technical assistance, research, and financial incentives for
California's farmers to implement innovative on-farm
conservation practices that mitigate and adapt to climate
change while providing other environmental co-benefits.

Job Description:
The Outreach Coordinator will have these three primary
areas of responsibility:
1)    Farmer organizing - Expansion of CalCAN's network,
with an emphasis on outreach and education of organic and
sustainable farmer leaders; co-organizing farm field days;
assisting with the coordination and promotion of other
events as needed; production of factsheets and other
outreach and education materials.
2)    Media - Cultivation of media relationships; drafting
press releases, op-eds, letters to the editor; co-organizing
media trainings for CalCAN members.
3)    Network communications - Maintaining regular
communications such as the CalCAN website, blog, action
alerts, and monthly newsletter.



Qualifications:
The ideal candidate will possess demonstrated organizing
expertise in the field of sustainable agriculture, as well as
familiarity with the climate policy issues affecting
agriculture. Eligible applicants possess the following skills
and experience:

Minimum of three years organizing experience
Strong media outreach, and/or communications
experience
Interest in and familiarity with sustainable agriculture
and/or rural issues
Strong writing and verbal communications skills
Self-directed and collaborative work style
Willingness to travel in state as needed

Terms: This is a full time salaried position with health
benefits. The position can be based in Berkeley, Sacramento
or Sebastopol.

Compensation: Salary of $40,000 to $50,000 plus health
benefits, commensurate with experience.

To Apply: Interested applicants should submit a cover
letter, resume and the names and contact information for
three references to Executive Director Renata Brillinger
(renata@calclimateag.org). Please no phone calls. Position
will be open until filled.

Sustainable Agriculture & Family Farm
Groups Call for Comprehensive

Climate Change Legislation

Call Senators Feinstein
and Boxer Today!

The California Climate and Agriculture Network (CalCAN)
worked closely with the National Sustainable Agriculture
Coalition to organize 75 sustainable agriculture,
environmental and family farm groups from around the
country to deliver a letter to Senate leaders, urging them to
pass comprehensive climate change and energy legislation



in this session of Congress. Cli ck here  to see the letter and
complete list of signers.

Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid said this  week
that Senate debate on a
clean energy bill will begin
this month.  However,
Senate  leadership has not
committed to including
caps on greenhouse gas
emissions and beginning to address climate change. 

Please call Senator s Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer,
urging them to support clean energy legislation that begins
to tackle climate change by reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and supporting sustainable agricultural responses
to climate change.

It's easy to call:
Call the numbers listed below for CA Senators Feinstein and
Boxer.  Ask to speak to the staff person who handles
climate change issues. 

The message is simple:
"I am call from (name of city/town in California).  I'm
calling to urge the Senator to support comprehensive
climate change and clean energy legislation.  California
agriculture is uniquely vulnerable to climate change
impacts.  We need comprehensive climate legislation that
reduces greenhouse gas emissions and supports sustainable
farming efforts to reduce emissions, boost on-farm
renewable energy and conserve energy."

Phone numbers:
Senator Barbara Boxer:  (202) 224-3553 (press three to
leave your message with a staff person)
Senator Dianne Feinstein:  (202) 224-3841 (ask for Leah
Russin, staff person on climate change and environment
issues)

Input into the 2012 Farm Bill



Congress is already working on the
2012 Farm Bill, and Organic
Farming Research Foundation
(OFRF) is g at hering input on what
should be included. will begin our
2012 Farm Bill advocacy campaign in the coming months.
OFRF plans to develop a policy platform identifying
programs and provisions important to the future of organic
agriculture.

What are the biggest challenges organic and transitioning
producers face? What do you think Congress ought to do to
address these issues? What other farm issues should
Congress be considering?

If you are an organic or transitioning farmer, a farmer
interested in transitioning to organic production, or an
organic consumer, you are invited by OFRF to complete
their online survey:
http://ofrf.org/action/ofan/100623_alert.html

Upcoming Events 

The Dry Farmed Option:
Boosting the Bottom Line

Bucklin Old Hill Ranch
July 28th, 8:30 am - 11:30 am
8 Old Hill Ranch Road
Glen Ellen, CA 95442

Will Bucklin, in his 158 year old vineyard with 26 varieties
of grapes, along with Joe Votek of Loma del Sol on Sonoma
mountain and Dave Runsten, CAFF's Policy Director, will
discuss tillage, cover crops, water use, root stock,
composting and more.

$20 for non CAFF members, $10 for CAFF members.
Please RSVP by July 19th to bjmatthes@comcast.net .

Hosted by Frog's Leap Winery and Bucklin Old Hill Ranch.
Sponsored by the North Coast Chapter of Community
Alliance with Family Farmers, and California Agricultural
Water Stewardship Initiative (CAWSI).



The Heartland Festival
A Celebration of Food, Farming, & Healthy

Living in the Central Valley

Date & Time: August 14 - 15, 2010

Location: Double T Acres
22368 West 2nd Avenue, Stevinson, CA 95374

Cost:
Admission: $25.00 per person (adults) $10.00 per child
(5-12 years old), 4 years & under free
Camping: $10.00 each, children 12 years & under free

Contact: Carol Azevedo
209-634-0187 or tonyandcarol@thedoublet.com

Bluegrass music, booths, camping, kids activities, craft
classes, organic dinner, dancing (D.J.), draft horse driving
classes, bingo and children's story telling.

"Toward Sustainable
Agricultural Systems in the

21st Century"

The National Research Council released
a report in early July entitled Towar d
Sustainable Agricultural Systems in the
21st Century . From the NRC report
release announcement:

"U.S. farmers are under pressure to satisfy multiple
demands, such as to produce more crops, pollute less, fulfill
consumer preferences, pay fair wages, and make a living-all
with increasingly scarce natural resources such as land and
water. To evolve farming systems that meet all of these
demands, national agricultural policy, research programs,



and food markets need to shift away from emphasizing low
costs and high production exclusively and develop a more
holistic perspective of how farms provide benefits to society.
This report recommends reaching this goal through two
parallel efforts: an incremental approach, in which the
development of sustainable agricultural techniques will be
continued and expanded; and a transformative approach, in
which multiple research areas will be brought together to
design farming systems that balance the competing
demands from the outset."

Bob Scowcroft, Executive Director of the Organic Farming
Research Foundation, wrote the following in reaction to the
release of the NRC report:

Based on our review of the NRC report, we are
disheartened. While we have received information
suggesting the actual report holds much promise as a
roadmap for future development of organic and sustainable
farming systems, the initial release and its framing fall flat.
 
In the face of multiple crises challenging American farmers
and ranchers today, the NRC report calls for "incremental
change" and a "transformative approach" to design
profitable sustainable farming systems. At a time when
climate change, obesity and health, ground water pollution
and ocean dead zones have all been irrefutably linked to
our current agro-industrial farm and food system, we had
every expectation that the NRC would issue an urgent call
to action.

We need to change the charge to the USDA and other
federal agencies now. One would expect that given the
intensity of the challenges before us, there would be some
level of urgency reflected in the NRC observations and
recommendations. Yes, we need transformational change,
but we need it now, not in some distant future.

In the organic community, we believed that this new report,
published 21 years after the NRC's initial forward-thinking
analysis in the report Alternative Agriculture, would be hard
hitting and build on past findings. It appears that is not the
case. We need a major new investment in ecologically-
based, organic, and multi-disciplinary research that is



informed by farmers and researchers working together. To
its credit, the research team recognizes the importance of
merging farmer innovation with scientific method to
advance organic agriculture.

The report is available at:
http://www.nap.edu
/catalog.php?record_id=12832#description
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